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FOREWORD, 

Lord Mahavira, like His contemporary 
Lord Buddha, was bora at a time when 
India was in a great ferment. The incor- 
poration of the Vraiyas, or nomadic 
AryaiiSj into the orthodox fold, produced 
a revolution, — -a revolution in ideas, 
speculaiions, king u age dress, customs 
and manners, — in sliort, everything 
connected with ancieiU Indian life, 
India at that time was thoroughly 
caste ridden, the caste system had become 
intiexibly rigid. S’cvUices were the 
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order of the day, and these magical rites 
were accompanied by animal slaughter 
on a large scale. The sacrifices, with their 
cooked meat, had become extremely popu* 
iar, and the Biuhmanas had become 
supreme. 

Lord Mahavira, like Lord Buddha, the 
Vratyaa and the materialistic philosophers 
of that age, challenged everything that 
Orthodoxy had set up in the name of reli- 
gion; He challenged their caste system, He 
challenged the superiority of the Brabma- 
nas, He challenged their sacrifices, and 
He challenged their immolation of 
animals on a large seal \ 
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la Kis time there were no lees than 
ty schools of thought, kaown, of cottnse by 
the Orthodoxy, as ‘heretical' schools, bear- 
ded by sixty ‘heretical’ teachers, each 
■with new dogmas, each having a large 
following, and each putting op a strong 
fight against the Orthodoxy, that is to say, 
Brahmanism. How, in the course of time, 
these schools became extinct, cr merged 
in other more powerful religions, history 
does not tell, but we know that two among 
them. Buddhism and Jainism, grew sub- 
sequently to be the most enduring and 
powerful of the Indian religious systems, 
Mahavira and Buddha played a very im* 



iv 


portant part in inaugurating two new lines 
of thought, and thus their lives will 
always have a perennial interest for all 
Indians so long as there are Indians 
living on this soil. 

The rigidity of the caste system, and 
the Brahmanical ascendaucy in tho time 
of Mahavira, tended, in a great degree to 
drown the intellect’! a I Gele])ritios of rival 

sects, and to stifle ’Liidependent thinking, 
aoming from, wliai the Tjrahmauas consi- 
dered to 1)0 the lower stratum of Society, 
The Vratyas and others not behmging to 
the social system of tho Ei ahmanas diil not 
tolerate this, and the^' toldly proclaimed 
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independence, with what result we 
all know. This is how India became the 
homeland o^ three great religious systems 
which wielded tremendous influence 
during all the subsequent centuries and 
brought peace to mankind, not only in 
India but also in far distant countries. By 
the reaction of one religion on another, 
all the tliroo religious Systems became 
modified aiid more and more dignified and 
elevated, arc I the ha]*yh and cmel elements 
in eaeii were (oned down by force of the 
very riv.ilvy that e^:^‘sted l^ctween them. 
In this brochure a translation ;is given 
of the short work recently cempesed by 



Maui Nyayavijayaji in Sanskrit» entitled, 
tbe‘Vjra Vibhuti,or Thi Grandeur of Vi- 
va. This work (in fifty seven verses) gives 
in a mit-shel] the story of the life of 
Mahavira as preserved in the Svetambara 
tradition, He has also male an attempt 
to lay special stress on snob anecdotes 
from llis life as have a bearing on the 
problems of present clay society, and 
has described most vividly the 
method followed by Mabavira in His 
life, and the ideals first sot up by 
Him, In Muni Nyayavijayaji’s own 
words, Mabavira's preachings can I):; 
summed up in three simple words;- 



(i) Ahimsa, or non-injury. 

(ii) Samyama, or control of the sense 
organs. 

(iii) SevSi or service — the three corner- 
stones on which^the great structure” 
of Jainism is reared. 

Like a true saint, Muni Nyayavijayajl 
here exhorts his fellow men to realise 
these three principal tenets of Jainism, 
and to put them into practice in their 
daily life, customs and manners. There is, 
therefore, no bigotry in it, there is no- 
thing sectarian about it, and there is no- 
oning of provincialism in it. Jainism,. 



thu9, id a universal religion, and 
its character is more than national, 
--it is truly international. Any one 
practising these ideals is a real Jaina 
whether he calls hiinsolf a Jaina or not, 
or whether ho is in India, in Japan or 
in America. 

Lastly, I have to exprc->s my gratitude 

to Muni Nyayavijayaji for his kindness 
in entrusting me with the worl: of trans- 
lating this important work in ICnglish, 
and for his trust in me, —an alien in point 
of religion. Indeed, I have had many op 
portunities of coming into close contact 
"With this great soul, and I have learnt 



ix 


hoTV to resi^eot one ^vho has embracei 
cheerfully all the miiJeries of life in or- 
der that others may enjoy .happiness. 
A few such eminent saints-a few such 
torch bearers of light-will keep up the 
reputation of any country as the greatest 
home of piety, righteousness and virtue. 
I had much hesitation in undertaking 

this work, but to me Muni Sri’s word is 
an order, 

13ARODA. I B. B. 

1 6 th October 1962^ S 
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GRANDEUR of VIRA. 
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1 . 

Xet me meditate awhile on the 
Lord Vardhamana, the best amongst 
ascetics, the great incarnation to 
practise non-injury, and whose tea- 
ehings illumined the ideal which 
proved beneficial to r. ankind. 



*rNn3[: 

^ H^Wwi^soiiqTf^ II 




name of Vira; and He was also 
called Sanmnti and Jnataputra. 
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orders, He, the son of Tri^ala, passed 
His days, after resting a^vhile, in the 
four orders until He became entitled 


to complete rest. 
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mother is given the highest 
place; the mother is to be adored as 
the highest deity. Thus Vardha- 
mana, in token of respect towards 
His mother, performed His duties in 
a manner scarcely surpassed by any. 
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5 . 

order to save His mother 
pain, He stayed motionless in the 
womb, and thus taught the art of 
filial devotion after having practised 
this great art Himself. 
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6 . 

^he brave boy in His very child- 
hood displayed remarkable fearless- 
ness, throwing aside, like a rope, a 
snake of terrible appearance while 
playing with His friends. 
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wn the return of His playmates, 
who had run away through fear o£ 
the serpent, He resumed His play; 
this incident seems to preach to 
mankind the necessity of cultivating 
an attitude of fearlessness from very 
childhood. 



(O 

ftfrTTSTfT i 

m^T ^ 

5T qt ^’^ITTOt >Ti!t ^9rT^ i: 



8 . 

Mhon He attained the age of eight 
yearBj His parents took Him to school 
in order that He might study. Those 
parents who do not educate their 
children properly are indeed consi- 
dered to be their enemies. 
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9 . 


But for acquiring knowledge no 
labour eeems to have been necessary 
for Him who was the very personi- 
fication of radiant intellect. People 
like Him become automatically en- 
lightened because of the conforma- 
tions acquired in previous births. 
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the God of Love to play on. Even 
in youth His mind was calm. Thanks 
to His practice of restraint, nothing 
of the objective world could entsp 
His mind. 
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^here could be no dearth of pri- 
ncesses for a prince of such high 
attainments. But who could open 
the topic of marriage before Him who 
was bright by very reason of His 


complete control over the senses ? 
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12 . 

He, the fickle youth of modern dayf 
meditate on this excellent example 
It is the sacred duty of guardians tc 
make an attempt to save their wards 
from the evil ways of life. 
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13 . 

^Because domestic life to-day is 
steeped in ignorance; because schools 
are in the midst of a vitiated atmos- 
phere ; and because wisdom derived 
from noble company is scarce, people 
are quick to stray into paths of vice. 
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14 . 

S)rauias, hotels and similar institu- 
tions sap their vigour, and the read- 
ing of erotic literature drains them 
of vitality. Those among them who 
are inclined to amorous pleasures 
wander, seeking. 
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15 . 

iMtance of the eon of Joata, 
who had perfect control over Hie sen- 
ses, is, indeed, an object lesson to 
young men. One who belongs 
to the order of students must ob- 
serve the vow of complete celibacy 
before he can become eligible for 
the order of householders. 
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16 . 

(Celibacy IB at the root of all l^e. 
The life of a studrat is lilie a flame, 
combining in itself all hun^ vlrti8ra. 
Celibacy is an abode of HtroDgtl), 
brightness and happiness^ and there* 
fore its observance in the first order 
is the prinlary duty of alL 






17 . 

5n the very first order among the 
tour orders into which life is divided, 
resides the God Brahma; and 
if one moves forward witlitjut 
paying homage to him, his career 
is ruined. 
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18 . 

^KOihat could king Siddhartha, tha 
father of Sanmati, dp with regard td 
his son’s marriage without obtain- 
ing His consMit ? In order that He- 
might be pursujided into marrying. 
His father sent a ntlrnber of friends 
to Vardhamana. 
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mother, approached Him, and made 
Him agree to her proposal which was 
accompanied by a shower of affection 


and tender importunities. 
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20 . 

*Wow, having performed the cere- 
mony of marriage, He duly entered 
into the second order of a househol- 
der from tlui of a Brahmaeharin. The 
*ame of His lawfully wedded wife 
was Ya»d5» and from this union a 
daughter was born. 
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21 . 

barring a few exceptions, every one 
including the Tirthankaras passed 
through the stage of a householder; 
if there be others who advanced 
further without being householders, 
their number, indeed, is compara- 
tively small. 
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22 . 

3^t ifi possible only for such as. 
are blessed with extraordinary" 
powers to advance further with- 
out passing through the stage of a 
householder. That the four orders 
are to be followed in the ascending 
order is a well established tradi- 
tioDg and this leads people to follow 
the orders often in the same way. 
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23 . 

^ daughter’s birth does not give 
as great joy as the birth of a son. 
In the present age, however, wher 
a daughter is bom it is regarded as 
an ocscasion for regret. 




24 . 

Such a state o£ affurs is caused 
by the confusion in the social 
structure. Son and daughter both, 
really speaking, are assets to the 
nation. 
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wo my mind, it appears that, by 
-a strange freak of nature, the high- 
souled Vira became the father of a 
daughter in order that a sense of 
such equality between son and 
daughter might spread amongst the 
people. 



if^ f<W|-f^5 



26 . 

li^ira gave His daughtei'in marri- 
age to Jamali, His sister’s son. Tra- 
ditions vary in different countries^ and 
go on changing with the change of 
times. 
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27 . 

Oreat saints are never bom 
for worldly enjoyments; th^ is 
always an underlying mystery in 
the birth of such great personages. 
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28 . 

Strwige was the condition of India 
when Vira was born. The people 
were entneshed in a tangle of 
meaningless ritualism;- 
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29 . 

^hey were thrown into theahysa 
of blind faith by the leaders of 
religious thought. I’hose who 
called themselves superior were 
harassing others Avhom they consi- 
dered to be low;- 
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30 . 

intoxicated with the pride of 
manhood, unjustly deprived women 
o£ their inherent rights, and the fire 
of sin arising from the excessive im- 
molation of animals in sacrifices in 
the name of religion, was fully 
ablaze;— 
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31 . 

this miserable juncture -was 
bom the Lord Devarya, in a royal 
family of K^atriyas in the city of 
K^triya-kunda in the province 
of Magadha. 
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32 . 

Some two thousand and five 
hundred years ago, the age was 
vitiated with the boasts o£ unbelie- 
vers, pride of birth, irreligious con- 
duct, and the distressing sight of 
an imal-slaughter. 






33 . 

seemed as if the people were 
shrouded in thick clouds in a 
very ilisturbed atmosphere; and, 
for the sake of their uplift, it was 
very natural that some extraordi- 
nary person, possessing wonderful 
Boul-force, should appear on earth. 
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Xidhenever an atmosphere of 
bigotry, intoxication of power and 
oppression l»y cruelty, prevails, eome 
great soul appears in the world in 
order to remove distress, and recite 
charms by which peace is restored. 
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35 . 

embodiment tbe iui^faest 
power, Yardhamana came down to 
earth. This great personage, bong 
filled with a desire for renunciati- 
on because of the unceasing cries of 
earthly creatures, became absorbed 
in the great meditation which can 
liberate the soul. 
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^la Mahavira remsiined motion- 
less in the womb His mother was 
plunged in sorrow. This led the 
wise Vira to take a vow, while in 
embryo, not to renounce the world 
80 long as His i)arents should live. 
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37 . 

^hat great and noble soul reflect* 
ed that while serving His parents is 
the home, His Dik^a would nllinia* 
tely be attained by gradual degrees 
in accordance with the prescribed 
rules. 
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38 . 

Dik^a is recognized as. the grea- 
test diesipator of sins, and in Dlk^ 
all the pure sentiments are combin- 
ed. It is, therefore, assuredly not 
proper to receive Dik^a if it causes 
grave anxiety to the minds of parents. 
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39 . 

*^he worship of parents, which is 
highly auspicious, is a preparation 
for the life of a mendicant. Parents 
are the first objects of veneration for 
the righteous, and their debts are 
very difficult to repaj". 
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1H e is said to be pure and religious, 
he is regarded as grateful, and 
he is said to excel in reverence for 
the preceptor and the gods who, with 
a pure heart, fervently worships his 
parents, who are considered to be 
the most excellent preceptors. 
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^hose who audaciously insult 
their parents for mere gain should 
ponder this incident in the life of 
Devarya of excelling brilliance. 
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Bllthough His mind was utterly 
tree from all desire, and He was 
anxious to embrace the life of an 
ascetic, this great soul delayed His 
initiation simply in order to keep 
•His parents contented. 
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^KUhen He was twenty eight y^trt 
of age, Hie parents left for the 
other world. Now, during the co- 
ronation ceremony, out of the two 
sons of Siddhartha the question was 
whose head should the crown adorn? 
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U^he world is blinded by wealth, 
for whose sake the son fights 
with his father, brothers are ready 
to destroy one another, and the most 
terrible wars take place. 
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iOut as Nandi loved his youngjpr 
brother more than the goddess of 
wealth, he most earnestly begged 
his brother to occupy the royal 
throne. 
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^ira respectfully declined the off- 
er, and broached to him the subject 
of His Dik^a. ‘ Oh Venerable One, * 
lie said, ‘ My vo^^• for sainthood 
having been fulfilled, permit me 
now to commence my austerities. ’ 
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*Wandi replied, ‘If you also leave 
me after this separation from our 
parents, it will be. impossible for 
me to bear it. Oh Vardhamana, 
for my sake stay at home for ano- 
ther two years ! ^ 
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48 . 

*WiDiith characteristic humility Ma- 
havira consented to rem^ at homo 
for a period of two years, and duri- 
ing this interval, though a house* 
holder, He practised the special 
observances prescribed for an asce- 
tic. 
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49 . 

3# indeed, consider this conduct 
ol Mahavira to correspond with 
the conduct of a hermit in the 
third order. This practice of ausr 
terities is very necessary for sm 
aspirant to salvation before commea- 
•xiing the life of a homeless ascetic. 
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Blfter having practised the auste- 
rities, the entry into the life of an 
homeless ascetic is indeed very bene- 
ficial. Thus, the observance of 
rules of conduct prescribed for the 
third order is the stage preparatory 
to the life of an ascetic. 
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*8^ austerities, indeed, are consider' 
ed imperative for great personages 
like Mahavira; yet He conducted 
himself in this manner in order 
that it may serve as an instructive 
lesson to others. 
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^Hdhen thirty years were completed, 
Vardhamana became an ascetic, 
where all attachments ai’c said to 
cease. Other great men of His age 
were wonderstruck at His practice 
of the most terrible austerities. 
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l^eeply engrossed in the realiea> 
tion of the soul, He sleeplessly roam- 
ed the surface of the earth for 
twelve long years, naked and bare- 
footed, observing silence, while 
having almost totally given up food 
and drink. 
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54 . 

^Ehe Lord o£ great seers, of 
unruffled mind even in the face 
of great calamities, never was 
wrathful to any, but was extre^ 
inely forgiving and compassionato^ 
to even the worst villain. 
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^hus He, of great soul; continued 
His penance for twelve years, on 
the expiration of which all veils of 
in^urity were lifted up and He shone, 
Ml full brilliance of the highest 
Brahman* 
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ult perfcottid soul, the embodi- 
ment o[ (Consciousness wbich is full (it 
brishtness and immensely pure, the 
eternal blixs, the omnipresent beiny, 
the N'ciierable (rod Mahavira radia- 
ted bright rays of eternal truths, aivl 
tari'dit Ills preat ideals for the wel- 
fave o£ mauhiml. And ^Yhen His 
life period was over, He attained to 
the state of formless and perfect 
existence. 
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1Rci)eafe(l f^alntations to God Sri 
VIra of the a!)ovc description, who 
isibcYond all attachments, auspicious, 
the eternal! Brahman and the Lord 
of the universe. 





